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Along with nearly 800 concemed re51dents I attended the IURC hearmg
in South Bend on December 1. I registered to- speak but needed to leave
‘before my name was called I would therefore like to submlt comments in
wrltmg ‘

By Way of introduction, I am part of the pastoral team at Kern Road °
Mennonite Church and also on the board of the Center for Peace and
Nonviolence, a coalition of ten St. Joseph County churChes.

A

I applaud your proposal to reduce utility depos1ts The current practice of a

chargmg a deposrt based on four months’ bill is s1mp1y unfalr and leads
_repedtedly to the poorest in our communuy facing an almost

-. insurmountable hurdle to get the heat turned on. I would encourage you to
make the depos1t equlvalent to one months’ b111 ' :

As a father of four children, when I think of this issue, the followmg

~.quéstions come to mind: How do you keep your baby healthy when you:

“have no heat? How can your family get sleep when you all must huddle
together to stay Warm‘7 How can a chlld do 1ts homework i in the freezmg ,
cold? : .
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Several years ago, a family across the alley from u/here we live, had their ~
gas cut off. As a result they were heating with space heaters. One night, a
'mattress caught fire. Thank goodness no one was killed: But several
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